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CHAPTER  IX.

SEWALL   IN   ENGLAND.

IN November, 1688, Sewall undertook his only
voyage back to the mother land. All the fall, as
his Journal shows, he had been making ready by
interviewing his relatives and collecting supplies.

"Monday Oct. 15. Speak to Gilbert Cole to bottle me a
barrel of beer for the sea." "In the afternoon coming out of
town I met Mr. RatclifT [the Church of England minister], who
asked me if I were going for England. He asked when; I said
in Cap. Clark. He prayed God Almighty to bless me and said
must wait on me." " Nov* 7. Brother Stephen comes to town
and brings me my letter of attorney and other writings." [Papers
to authorize him to settle money affairs in England.] *' I asked
his Excellency [the Governor] if he has any service for me to
Hampshire or Coventry. He said none in particular." " Nov.
16. Brother Stephen and I with Mr. Pole and Cap. Clark go on
board the America. It rained before we got aboard and all the
way as we came from the ship; had a glass of good Madeira.
Brother commends the ship, dines with us and returns to Salem."

He was now a man of station and repute in Bos-
ton, and his object in going was probably to revisit
the scenes of his childhood, and to renew family
friendships, while at the same time he might assist
Cotton Mather, now resident agent of Massachusetts
in London, to make terms with the king's govern-ave up the note of publication to Mr. Wait for him to carry it
